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SUBJECT: REPUBLICAN PEOPLE S PARTY (RPP) EARLY ELECTION 
BILL FAILS 

REF: ANKARA 2666 

1. AFTER FAILING TO MUSTER A QUORUM FOR TWO CONSECUTIVE 
SESSIONS, THE TURKISH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY APRIL 17 VOTED 205 
AGAINST 172 TO REJECT THE REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP)'S 
MOTION FOR EARLY ELECTIONS. WHILE THE DEMIREL GOVERNMENT 
MAINTAINED ITS COHESIUN, 24 RPP AND 18 DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (DP) DEPUTIES WERE ABSENT DURING THE VOTE. ONE DP 
MEMBER VOTED AGAINST THE MOTION. ACCORDING TO PUBLISHED REPORTS, 
THE RPP INTENDS TO TURN THE ABSENT 24 MEMBERS OVER TO ITS 
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2. COMMENT: THE DEMIREL GOVERNMENT CAN LOOK UPON THE 
REJECTION OF THE EARLY ELECTION MOTION AS FURTHER CONFIRMATION OF 
THE PARLIAMENTARY LEGITIMACY OF THE NATIONALIST FRONT COALITION; 
HAD ALL THE ABSENT MEMBERS BEEN PRESENT AND VOTED ALONG 
PARTY LINES, THE EARLY ELECTION PROPOSAL COULD HAVE BEEN 
CARRIED BY A MARGIN OF TEN VOTES (215 TO 205). ALTHOUGH THE 
DEFEAT OBVIOUSLY DEALS A BLOW TO THE OPPOSITIONS'S HOPES OF 
QUICKLY UNSEATING THE GOVERNMENT, THE ABSENCES PROBABLY CAN 
BE ATTRIBUTED MORE TO INDIVIDUAL DEPUTIES' FEARS OF LOSING THEIR 
SEATS THAN TO ANY SHIFT IN PARTY LOYALTIES. 
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